CHAPTER XX

IN  WHICH   PERSONAL SORROWS  CLASH  WITH  PUBLIC

ESTEEM
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THERE was now an unmistakable " demand " for Booth
blood. In his seventy-third year the preacher of the
changed heart found himself called to come and help the

sad and the sorrowful in every quarter of the world. No
man of his time had anything like so great an influence,
no man was more intimately known to the nations of the
world.

Arrangements were made for him this year to visit
France, Germany, Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland. Italy, the United States, and Canada* In each
of these countries he was visiting his own people, his pur-
pose being to review his own battalions, and to inspire
these faithful followers with fresh enthusiasm for the war
against sin; but in each of these countries he would be re-
ceived by those who were not Salvationists, and vast crowds
would follow him who had no intention of becoming Sal-
vationists.

This remarkable popularity was a tribute to his courage,
his picturesqueness, and his humanity* Even those who
never realized how immensely important to the salvation of
their material fortunes as well as to the salvation of their
spiritual well-being, was this message of the old English-
man with his head of tousled white hair and his beard of
snow, recognised that he had fought a brave fight, that he
had introduced a touch of colour into the drab life of
an industrial civilization, and that he had cared for the
sorrowful and had helped the bottom dog to get ttp again.
It would have been well for them, in that age of logical
** Darwinism/1 when the forces of Armageddon were ring-
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